
Build your own Stained Glass Sculpture Masterpiece! 

CCRRYYSSTTAALL    SSKKUULLLL  
With  bb uu ii ll tt --ii nn   ll ii gg hh tt , if desired!  

Designed by Jay Gubitz, award-winning stained glass sculptor. 
 

You can find The Stained Glass Sculpture Company at www.StainedGlassSculpture.com 
 

 

 
6ò HIGH, 5ò WIDE, 7ò DEEP  

 
Made of 265 pieces of glass (not included) 

 
(Socket and cord set not included.)

www.StainedGlassSculpture.com
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THIS  Crystal Skull KIT  CONTAINS:  

 

[One Bodiform ©]  

 

 

 

Exclusive!  Jay Gubitz has designed and carved 
a Bodiform for the Crystal Skull, and reproduced 
it in dense Urethane Foam.  You can put T-pins 
(or any pin) into it without danger of the urethane 
breaking into pieces.  You can use the Bodiform 
many times over to make additional sculptures.   
 

[6  Triple -Action  Template  Sheets]  

 

Exclusive!  The six white self-adhesive Template 
Sheets are printed in the colors of the glass to be 
used, in the proper position, and numbered in the 
order the pieces are to be assembled. 
 

[6  Triple -Action  Pattern  Sheets]   

 
Exclusive!  The six yellow Pattern Sheets are 
printed in the correct colors, and in the proper 
position.    
 

[One Instruction Manual]  

 

Exclusive!  Twelve pages of step-by-step, piece-by-
piece instructions are printed in full color, to make 
construction as easy as possible. 
 

 

 

 

[Stained Glass Secrets ]  

 
This special green bonus booklet offers further 
insight on methods and materials used, as well as 
many useful how-to and why-to tips. 
 
 

Not included  in the Kit : 

Glass, foil, solder, flux, or cord set. 
 

 

MATERIAL NEEDED  

 

Non -standard needs:  

     
     Beveled grinding bit.   
     T-pins, two dozen.   
     Rubber bands, one dozen.   
     Rubber dishwashing gloves (cut down).   
     Triangular wedges, 2 to 4. 
     Non-skid pad.  
      

We recommend :  

× 3/16ò copper foil for the face, 7/32ò copper 
foil for the right and left sides. 

× Wash finished soldered sections with stiff 
brush and grease-cutting dishwasher liquid.  
Wash again after you solder the project 
together.  

× Polish your finished Stained Glass Sculpture 
with automobile polish containing Carnuba. 

 

Minimum Glass Requir ements:  

 

A total of about two square feet will be required.  

 

Use opaque glass, especially if you are going to put 
a light inside.  (If the glass is transparent, the lit bulb 
will show through too easily.) 
 
 
 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS  

 

Please read the instructions all the way 
through before you start any work. 
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** The sturdy urethane Bodiform may have some 
irregularities.  Take some sandpaper and smooth 
out any little pieces that stick above the surface so 
that they will not interfere with placing your glass.  
Ignore any little scratches or indentations. 
 

 
 
** The Bodiform has lines carved into it.  These lines 
are seam lines and represent the outlines of each 
piece of glass.  Use a waterproof black marker, dark 
black pencil, or India ink and a pen nib, and draw as 
neatly as possible directly inside all the lines.  
(>Secrets: Bodiform and > Secrets: Seams.)  
 
** Write the number of each piece in the correct 
space.  You do not need the letter code on the 
Bodiform.  Refer to the Pattern Sheets for 
numbering sequence.  You may wish to lightly spray 
the Bodiform with polyurethane or lacquer to prevent 
smudging. 
 
** The Pattern Sheet and Template sheets are 
Triple Action, which means 1) they are numbered 
in the order in which you will work with them; 2) 
they are positioned in the approximate location 
to one another as they appear on the form; and 
3) they are printed in a close glass color. 
 

 
 
** Suggestion: Here is the best way to save glass.  
Cut a few strips of glass from the color you are 
working with.  Cut the strips the full width of the 
glass.  Cut one strip about 1 inch wide and another 
about 2.0 inches wide.  That way you can place your 
template on the smallest width strip on which it will 
fit, and not have to worry about wasted glass.   
 
** When shaping glass pieces for the head, use a 
beveled grinding bit.  (> Secrets: Beveled edges, 
why?) 
 
** The Template Sheets are printed, in color, on 
white self-adhesive paper.  Cut each Template out 
of the sheet with a sharp scissors (not a pattern 
shears) before you are going to use it.  Cut in the 
center of the black lines. Remove the back 
protective paper by lifting a corner with the point of 
your hobby knife or razor blade.  Affix it to the 

correct color glass, as indicated by the color printed 
on the Template.  Burnish it firmly.  (> Secrets: 
Burnishing paper.) 
 

 
 

** Check each Template on the Bodiform to make 
sure it fits, before removing the backing paper.  Use 
tweezers to get it in the proper position. 
 
** Place the self-stick templates on the glass.  Cut 
the glass pieces for the body and head 1/16ò wider 
then the template along the long edge.  This allows 
for the piece of glass to be the right width after it is 
beveled and you place it on the Bodiform.  The front 
(face) has many compound curves in all directions, 
and therefore requires more fitting.  Check the fit 
one piece at a time, before extra beveling.  (> 
Secrets: Bevels, beveling by hand.)   
 

 
 
** Some of the ñbrainò Templates show a black 
corner.  Round out the glass on these corners to 
give the glass more of a ñbrainò effect. 
 
** Put a pin holder on your work surface. (> Secrets: 
Pin Holder.)  You will find that the pin holder will 
come in very handy. 
 
** We recommend 50/50 solder. 
 
** When solder is molten, it runs downhill.  
Therefore, you must keep the surface that you are 
working on as nearly horizontal as possible.  That 
means propping up the Bodiform with triangular 
wedges and/or wooden blocks.  (> Secrets: 
Wedges.)  If you put a non-skid surface on your 
work surface, under the Bodiform, the wedges will 
hold more securely and will not slide around. 
 
** We recommend using 7/32ò copper foil.  You can 
use 1/4ò if you are uncomfortable working with the 
narrower 7/32ò width foil. 
 
** When the instructions direct you to separate the 
segments and solder the inside, use caution when 
soldering the edges.  Use solder sparingly on the 
edges, so that you do not leave any bumps or 
streaks of solder on the edges that will interfere with 
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the segment fitting back properly when you are re-
assembling the segments. 
 
** If you are going to put a light bulb inside, and are 
going to use transparent glass, solder the inside of 
the segments as carefully as you do the outside.  If 
you are going to put patina on the outside, now is 
the time to put patina on the inside as well, while the 
segments are still separated. 
 
** Wash each segment of the sculpture when you 
are all through making it.  Use a stiff brush and a 
grease-cutting detergent.  (> Secrets: Washing.)  
After you solder the segments together, wash them 
again. 
 
** ñAs the twig is bent, so grows the tree.ò  
Meaning: if you cut a piece poorly, or position it 
incorrectly, all the pieces that follow may be just as 
bad.  Please be as careful as possible at the 
beginning.  The results will show at the end. 
   
** The best way to mark a piece of cut glass for 
ñfuture useò is to cut a half-inch square piece of self 
adhesive paper from the Template Sheet and affix it 
to the glass.  Write the part number on the white 
paper with a ballpoint pen.  Or just write on the glass 
with marker or crayon. 
 

Warnings and ñno-noôsò are printed in RED! 
 

MARKING THE MASTER SEAMS  

 
The Crystal Skull stained glass sculpture separates 
into three segments: the front (the face), the right 
side, and the left side.  Mark the Master Seams with 
a red marker, so that you will know where NOT to 
put solder until you are reassembling the three 
segments of the Crystal Skull.  Spray the red lines 
with polyurethane spray so that they will not smear. 
 
Each of the three segments starts the numbering 
system with the number ò1ò and each has its own 
letter: F is for the face, R is for the right side, and L 
is for the left side; T is for teeth  The letters are 
printed on the Pattern and Template sheets, but 
were not drawn on the Bodiform because there 
would not have been enough room to make them 
legible. 
 
You should write these numbers on your Bodiform 
so you will know where to place each piece of glass.  
Use a black fine-point marking pen, then cover with 
polyurethane spray to prevent smudging.  Please be 
aware that some of the numbers on the sample 
Bodiform had been changed after this Manual was 

printed, so please cross-reference with the Template 
Sheets (which are correct) for the correct numbers. 
 

 
 

There is a Master Seam across the brows on the 
right and left sides of the face (above and below). 

 

 
 
 

 
 

On the left side of the face (above) the Master Seam 
goes down between 35-F & 11-L, 53-F & 13-L, 54-F 
& 50-L, and then under the bottom of the jaw line. 
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On the right side of the face (above) the Master 
Seam goes between 20-F & 23-R, 21-F & 24-R, and 
to the right of 64-R, 67-R, and 72-R.  It then goes 
down and under the bottom of the jaw line. 

 
 

 
 

On the front, from between the eyebrows, a Master 
Seam goes all the way up and over the head.  

 

 
 

 
 

The Master Seam goes over the head down to the 
circular opening into which you can put the bulb and 
cord set, if you choose to do so. 
 

OPTIONS  

 
Your first option is whether you wish to light up the 
Crystal Skull.  There is a planned hole at the back of 
the Crystal Skull, into which a cord and socket set 
will fit.  If you want to light up the Crystal Skull, you 
must keep this opening.  If you do not want to light 
up the Crystal Skull, you can close the hole (piece L-
68), or leave it open for possible future use.  The 
simple instructions will follow. 
 
Your second option is the color and type of the 
glass.  You will note that the pieces of glass on the 
front and the bottom halves of the right and left sides 
(mostly straight lines) are designed differently from 
the top of the right and left sides (curved lines). 
 

 
 
The difference is that the top of the Crystal Skull was 
intended to look a little like the brain, so that you 
could ñseeò it through the skull. 
 
Here are a few glass possibilities: 
 

 
 

 
 

Option 1:  Use one kind of textured opaque glass 

(examples above) for the ñbrainò portion.  For the 
ñskullò portion, use white iridized glass.  (If you plan 
to put a light in the sculpture, use opaque glass so 
that the bulb does not show through.)  Use tan 
opaque glass for the teeth, printed yellow on pattern. 
 

Option 2:   Use one type of clear glass throughout, 

either plain or textured, if there will be no light bulb 
inside.  Use clear glass for the teeth. 
 

Option 3:   Use one type of opaque glass 

throughout if there will be a light bulb inside.  Use 


